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Kentucky Department of Juvenile Justice

Public Information Office

1025 Capital Center Drive, Third Floor

Frankfort, KY  40601

Telephone: 502/573-2738

Fax: 502/573-3408

Email: djjinfo@mail.state.ky.us

 

The Commonwealth of Kentucky does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the provision of services.  This annual 

report is available in accessible format upon request.

 

Kentucky Relay Service

TTY/TDD 800/648-6056

Voice 800/648-6057

 

Paid for with State Funds: KRS 57.375

 

 

 

 

Overview

Legislation was passed in the 1996 session of the General Assembly, which reformed Kentucky’s juvenile justice 
system.  As a result, a new Department of Juvenile Justice was formed later that year.  All services, from prevention 
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to aftercare for juvenile offenders, were consolidated into the new department.  The Department is part of the 
Justice Cabinet that includes Kentucky’s criminal justice agencies.

 

Mission & Vision

The Kentucky Department of Juvenile Justice’s (KY DJJ) mission is to improve public safety by providing balanced 
and comprehensive services that hold youth accountable, and to provide the opportunity for youth to develop into 
productive, responsible citizens.

The Department’s vision is to be an organization of well-trained professionals, dedicated to the positive 
development of youth, who contribute to safe and caring communities.

 

Community Services

KY DJJ offers community services in all 120 counties.  Upon commitment or probation to the Department, every 
youth is assigned to a Juvenile Services Worker or community worker.  For committed youth, the worker assesses 
each youth’s needs for supervision and services; thus, he/she plays a vital role in determining whether the youth will 
remain in the community or be referred for out-of-home placement.  For probated youth and for committed youth 
remaining in the community or returning to the community after stepping down from a residential facility or group 
home, the worker provides case management services, ensures youth accountability, and brokers necessary 
services, such as counseling and medical care.  The worker also maintains regular contact with each assigned youth 
through home visitation, school contacts, treatment provider contacts and office visits.  KY DJJ community services 
offices also oversee:

 

●     Random Drug Screening

The random drug screening program is designed to identify youth who are using illicit drugs so that appropriate 
treatment services may be provided, as well as to monitor youth who have had past drug-related problems. 

 

●     Electronic Monitoring (Ankle Bands & Voice Verification)

A youth on electronic monitoring wears a small transmitter around his/her ankle 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
until he/she has completed the program.  The ankle transmitter sends constant coded signals to a receiver to verify 
the youth’s presence in his/her home.  Upon entering the voice-monitoring program, each youth’s voiceprint, 
similar to a fingerprint, is recorded.  A voice monitoring verification system then makes random calls to the youth 
to ensure that he/she is complying with his/her curfew conditions of supervised community placement.
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●     Juvenile Intensive Supervision Teams (JIST)

The JIST program involves a partnership between juvenile justice staff and local law enforcement agencies.  Each 
team consists of one law enforcement officer and one juvenile justice community worker.  Teams make regular 
home, school and work visits to enforce the youth’s conditions of probation or supervised community placement.

 

KY DJJ community workers and local law enforcement gather for the  2003 Statewide JIST Meeting.
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KY DJJ community worker performs a random drug screening.

 

 

 

Youth Development Centers

The Department operates eleven residential centers for public and youthful offenders who pose a risk to the 
community or lack sufficient controls to operate in a community-based program.

 

 

Adair Youth Development Center

Capacity: 80

Custody Level: IV (maximum security)

Offender Profile: Boys/girls, public  or     youthful offenders

Age Range: 14-18
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Northern Kentucky Youth Development Center

Capacity: 40

Custody Level: III (closed)

Offender Profile: Boys, public or youthful offenders

 Age Range: 15-19

 

 
 

Green River Youth Development Center

Capacity: 40

Custody Level: II (medium)

Offender Profile: Boys, public or youthful offenders

 Age Range: 15-18

 
 

 

Lincoln Village Youth Development Center

Capacity: 40

Custody Level: II (medium)

Offender Profile: Boys, public or youthful offenders

Age Range: 14-18
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Cardinal Treatment Center

Capacity: 33

Custody Level: II (medium)

Offender Profile: Boys, public or youthful offenders

Age Range: 13-18

 

 
 

 

Rice-Audubon Youth Development Center

Capacity: 42

Custody Level: II (medium)

Offender Profile: Boys, public or youthful offenders

Age Range: 15-19

 

 

 

 

Mayfield Youth Development Center

Capacity: 36

Custody Level: II (medium)
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Offender Profile: Boys, public or youthful offenders

Age Range: 13-18

 

 

 

 

Lake Cumberland Youth Development Center

Capacity: 40

Custody Level: II (medium)

Offender Profile: Boys, public or youthful offenders

Age Range: 14-18

 

 
 

 

Morehead Youth Development Center

Capacity: 32

Custody Level: III (closed)

Offender Profile: Girls, public or youthful offenders

Age Range: 13-18

 

 

http://djj.state.ky.us/2003AnnualReport.htm (8 of 36) [03/08/2005 2:21:06 PM]



KY DJJ

 

 

Owensboro Treatment Center

Capacity: 30

Custody Level: II (medium)

Offender Profile: Boys, public or youthful offenders

Age Range: 14-18

 

 
 

 

Woodsbend Youth Development Center

Capacity: 40

Custody Level: II (medium)

Offender Profile: Boys, public or youthful offenders

Age Range: 14-18

 

 

 

 

 

Cadet Leadership and Education Program (C.L.E.P.)
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The Cadet Leadership and Education Program (C.L.E.P.) stands as an evolved form of boot camp as it combines 
traditional military drilling and regimen with intensive therapeutic services and supported transition back to the 
community.  Located in Jackson, C.L.E.P. serves adjudicated male delinquents, ages 14-17.  Youth participate in the 
program for a minimum of eight months — four months of residential treatment and four months of supervised 
community placement.

 

 

 

Assessment Center

The Bluegrass Reception and Assessment Center is a model program utilizing innovations in the intake or 
reception of adjudicated youths committed to the Department.  The primary purpose of the program is evaluating 
youth for criminogenic needs and identifying the most appropriate post-adjudication placement.  This program 
operates in a staff secure 24-bed facility (16 assessment beds & eight Alternatives to Detention beds) with a typical 
length of stay of 30 days.
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Group Homes

KY DJJ group homes provide community-based residential programming for male and female public and youthful 
offenders between the ages of 12 and 17.  Each of the eleven state-operated group homes houses eight youths who 
require a structured setting but pose less of a risk than youth in youth development centers.

 

 

Ashland Group Home

Capacity: 8

Custody Level: 1 (minimum)

Offender Profile: Boys, public or youthful offenders

Age Range: 16-18

 

 
 

 

Bowling Green Group Home

Capacity: 8

Custody Level: 1 (minimum)

Offender Profile: Boys, public offenders

Age Range: 16-17
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Burnside Group Home

Capacity: 8

Custody Level: 1 (minimum)

Offender Profile: Boys, public offenders

Age Range: 13-18

 

 
 

 

Frankfort Group Home

Capacity: 8

Custody Level: 1 (minimum)

Offender Profile: Boys, public offenders

Age Range: 15-18

 

 
 

 

Frenchburg Group Home

Capacity: 8

Custody Level: 1 (minimum)

Offender Profile: Boys, public offenders

Age Range: 12-18
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Glasgow Group Home

Capacity: 8

Custody Level: 1 (minimum)

Offender Profile: Boys, public offenders

Age Range: 15-18

 

 
 

 

Hopkinsville Group Home

Capacity: 8

Custody Level: 1 (minimum)

Offender Profile: Boys, public offenders

Age Range: 16-18
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London Group Home

Capacity: 8

Custody Level: 1 (minimum)

Offender Profile: Girls, public offenders

Age Range: 13-18

 

 
 

 

Westport Group Home

Capacity: 8

Custody Level: 1 (minimum)

Offender Profile: Boys, public offenders

Age Range: 12-18

 

 
 

 

Mayfield Group Home

Capacity: 8

Custody Level: 1 (minimum)

Offender Profile: Girls, public offenders

Age Range: 14-18
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Middlesboro Group Home

Capacity: 8

Custody Level: 1 (minimum)

Offender Profile: Boys, public offenders

Age Range: 13-18

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day Treatment Centers

The state operates or contracts for 26 day treatment programs.  The programs combine educational and treatment 
programs which youth attend during the day, returning home in the evening.  Capacities range from 15 to 75 and 
are located in the following cities:

State-Operated

Ashland, Elizabethtown, Hopkinsville, Louisville, Newport and Owensboro

 

Contracted

Bowling Green, Cold Springs, Corbin, Danville, Frankfort, Glasgow, Harrodsburg, Hartford, Lexington, London, 
Madisonville, Murray, Phelps, Pikeville, Pineville, Pleasureville, Richmond, Shepherdsville, Somerset and Winchester.
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Regional Juvenile Detention Centers

KY DJJ’s secure juvenile detention facilities provide temporary and safe custody of youth, who upon assessment, 
are determined to require a restricted environment to ensure the youth will be available for pending court actions 
and to maintain public safety.  State-operated detention facilities provide a wide range of services in a highly 
structured environment.  Services include education, counseling, acute medical and mental health care, behavior 
management, observation and assessment, and continuous supervision.

 

 

 

Warren Regional Juvenile Detention Center

Capacity: 48 beds

 

 

 

 

Adair Youth Development Center (Detention Pod)

Capacity: 10 beds
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Breathitt Regional Juvenile Youth Detention Center

Capacity: 64 beds

 

 

 

 

Laurel Regional Juvenile Detention Center

Capacity: 48 beds

 

 

 

 

Campbell Regional Juvenile Detention Center

Capacity: 52 beds

 

 

 

 

McCracken Regional Juvenile    Detention Center

Capacity: 48 beds
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Fiscal Year Budgets & Expenditures
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Personnel
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Federal Funds Overview (as of June 30, 2003)

Juvenile Accountability Incentive Block Grants (JAIBG)

The intent of the JAIBG program is to develop programs to promote greater accountability in the juvenile justice 
system.  Accountability in juvenile justice means assuring that as a result of their wrongdoing, juvenile offenders 
face individualized consequences that make them aware of and answerable for the loss, damage or injury 
perpetrated upon the victim.  A commitment to accountability imposes a new set of expectations and demands on 
the juvenile justice system.  It requires an increased capacity to develop youth competence, to efficiently track 
juveniles through the system and to provide enhanced options such as restitution, community service, 
victim/offender mediation and other restorative sanctions that reinforce the mutual obligations of an accountability-
based juvenile system.

 

Intermediate Sanctions Programs (December 2002 — November 2003)
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Pass-Through Communities (September 2002 — August 2003)

 

 

State Agencies (November 2002 — October 2003) *The state agencies below receive a direct allocation
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Title V — Incentive Grants for Local Delinquency Prevention Programs

Title V of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974 was created by Congress to provide funds 
specifically for local primary delinquency prevention and early intervention efforts.  The funding is allocated to 
states based on each state’s comparative population.  Examples of eligible activities include truancy reduction 
efforts, after-school programs, development of employment skills, parent training, mentoring and substance abuse 
prevention programs.

 

Title V Grants — Community Prevention Programs
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Challenge Grant Funds

The Challenge Grant program was established in 1992 as a part of the Juvenile Justice Delinquency Prevention Act.  
The purpose of the program is to provide incentives for states participating in the Formula Grants program to 
affect system changes.  States’ Challenge Grant allocations are based on a percentage of their Title II Formula Grant 
allocation.  Funding is provided to develop, adopt and improve policies and programs in one or more of the ten 
Challenge Activity areas.

 

Challenge Grants — Truancy Reduction and Alternatives to Suspension/Expulsion (August 2002 — August 2003)

 

 

Title II — Formula Grant Funds

Title II of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act requires the deinstitutionalization of status offenders 
and separation of juvenile and adult offenders in institutional settings.  The Act was amended to require the 
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removal of juveniles from adult jails and lockups and to include provisions requiring states to study and address 
disproportionate minority confinement.  Currently, Kentucky is using Title II funds for the following areas: (1) 
Parent Accountability programs and (2) Services to provide Alternatives to Secure Detention.

 

Title II Grants — Parent Accountability Programs (June 2003 — May 2004)

 

 

Title II Grants — Alternatives to Secure Detention (ending August 2003)
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Placement

*The charts on the following pages reflect the number of adjudicated youth served by DJJ during Fiscal Year 2003.  Please note that 
youth may have been served in more than one program type during the fiscal year.
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Educational/Vocational Statistics

Youth Development Centers
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*Bluegrass RAC and C.L.E.P. do not have vocational programs.

*Lincoln Village YDC and Northern KY YDC did not have vocational teachers during Fiscal Year 2003.

*Rice-Audubon YDC could not report on certifications earned by youth.

 

 

Group Homes
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Day Treatment Programs
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Regional Juvenile Detention Centers

 

 

 

Transportation

KY DJJ developed a Transportation Branch to transport youth who are committed to the Department:

1) From detention (county and state-operated) to KY DJJ operated and contracted out-of-home           placements 
upon initial classification

2) Between KY DJJ programs if/when a youth is reclassified or reassigned

3) Back home upon release from an out-of-home placement.

 

Transportation Trips during Fiscal Year 2003
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Staff Development

Academy and Pre-Service Training Branch

The Youth Worker Academy was established in April 1997.  Since that time, there have been 40 Academy Classes 
held.  The Academy is seven weeks long — five weeks of classroom work and two weeks of on-the-job training.

 

Academy 2002-2003
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In-Service Training Branch

The In-Service Training Branch provides courses for staff currently working in the juvenile justice system.  The 
chart below lists some of the courses offered.
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